
Heritage High School Theatre Arts Courses 

Theatre Arts I              Course Code: 250000 
Grades 9-12          Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: None 

Theatre Arts I is a survey or overview of the art of theatre. The Theatre Arts I student will be 
exposed to all major elements of theatre, gaining a knowledge of its principles through study and 
practice. The student will gain performance skills as well as an appreciation for the art of theatre. 
Units will focus on acting, directing, script writing, improvisation, scene study and monologues.  
The class concludes with one spring showcase for family and friends to attend. Students of all 
experience levels are welcome and encouraged to enroll. 
 

Expected Hours of Homework: up to one half hour per week 
 
A successful student is: curious about/interested in theatre, creative, respectful and 
hardworking.  
 

Theatre Arts II                Course Code: 251000 
Grades 10-12          Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Theatre Arts I 

Theater Arts II is a more in-depth study of areas covered in the first Theatre Arts course and an 
introduction to new areas of theatre. Students bolster skill in direction and acting through the study 
of classics and Shakespeare.  Required units are augmented and new units added to accommodate 
individual student’s abilities and experiences. A class one-act play is crafted and performed in the 
Heritage and DC community.  Additionally, the class concludes with one spring showcase for 
family and friends to attend. 
 

Expected Hours of Homework:  one half hour per week, with greater commitment during in-
class projects and performances.  
 
A successful student is: interested in theatre, creative, respectful, willing to take artistic risks 
and hardworking. 

 

Theatre Arts III              Course Code: 252000 
Grades 11-12          Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Theatre Arts II 

Theatre Arts III is designed for students with a growing interest and motivation for study in the 
arts. While increasing their understanding of the entire realm of theatre, this course provides 
students with the opportunity to put theory into practice through major projects in directing, acting, 
and scriptwriting. A class one-act play is crafted and performed in the Heritage community and is 
taken to a theatre competition. Additionally, the class concludes with one expanded spring 
showcase for family and friends to attend. 
 

Expected Hours of Homework:   up to one hour per week, with greater commitment during in-
class projects, performances and competitions. 
 
A successful student is: invested in theatre, creative, respectful, willing to take artistic risks, 
focused and hardworking. 



 
 
Theatre Arts IV              Course Code: 253000 
Grade 12          Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Theatre Arts III 

Designed for students with an intense interest in theatre arts, potentially at a professional and/or 
collegiate level, Theatre Arts IV students often work with Theatre Arts III students. Theatre Arts 
IV students also complete independent projects specifically suited to individual strengths.  
Although students have the opportunity to perform certain independent projects, they are expected 
to perform in group projects and activities in a leadership capacity. A class one-act play is crafted 
and performed in the Heritage community and is taken to a theatre competition. Additionally, the 
class concludes with one culminating spring showcase open to the entire Heritage community. 
 

 
Expected Hours of Homework: one hour per week, with greater commitment during in-class 
projects, performances and competitions. 
 
A successful student is: passionate about theatre, creative, respectful, willing to take artistic 
risks, independent, self-motivated, focused and hardworking. 

 
 
Technical Theatre I             Course Code: 254000  
Grades 9-12         Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: None 

This course is an exploration of the art of theatrical design and stagecraft.  We investigate the role 
of stage technicians and their contribution to the total aesthetic effect of a staged production. 
Topics covered include world-building through design research and principles; overseeing a scene 
shop; painting and construction techniques; equipment use and maintenance; principles and 
application of sound, lighting, and computer technology; the use of special effects; costumes and 
make-up; publicity and business management; theater safety; and the function of technical stage 
personnel in production work. Technical theatre incorporates academic study and hands-on 
application of knowledge and skills. Technical Theatre students are given the opportunity to assist 
on the designs for Theatre Arts and Musical Theatre class productions/showcases. Students of all 
experience levels are welcome and encouraged to enroll. 
 

 
Expected Hours of Homework:   up to one half hour per week, with greater commitment 
during in-class projects and Theatre Arts/Musical Theatre class productions. 
 
A successful student is: curious about/interested in theatre, creative, respectful and 
hardworking. 

 

  



Technical Theatre II            Course Code: 255000 
Grades 10-12         Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Technical Theatre I 

Similar to Technical Theatre I, this course involves additional exploration of the art of theatrical 
design and stagecraft.  Topics covered include leadership roles in scene shop supervision; an 
application of sound, lighting, and computer technology with an emphasis on sound and lighting 
design principles; a survey of theater safety from the perspective of students’ increased roles as 
supervisors in scene work activity; and major technical stage positions in production work. 
Technical Theatre II incorporates additional academic study and hands-on application of 
knowledge and skills. Technical II students may also complete an additional unit of 
Design/Technical Portfolio in preparation for college admission requirements. Students may 
retake Technical Theatre II for credit, specializing in an area of study and revising their 
design/technical portfolios to reflect their growing expertise in their specialization. Additionally, 
students following this path with gain leadership opportunities in Technical Theatre and 
specialized projects that extend their knowledge of the art form. Technical Theatre II students are 
given the opportunity to design and lead the technical aspects of the Theatre Arts and Musical 
Theatre class productions/showcases. 
 

Expected Hours of Homework:   up to one hour per week, with greater commitment during in-
class projects and Theatre Arts/Musical Theatre class productions. 
 
A successful student is: invested in theatre, creative, respectful, interested in leadership, focused 
and hardworking. 

 
 
Musical Theatre               Course Code: 25600 
Grades 10-12          Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: An Audition and one previous Theatre Arts course 

This course is an exploration of musical theatre in a workshop setting. Students will study acting, 
dancing and singing to gain the skills necessary to be successful in this genre. There will be a 
heavy concentration on vocal technique, music reading, movement skills in varied dance styles 
and acting technique. Students will prepare and present as soloists, as well as members of small 
groups and larger ensembles, for class presentation and critique. Additionally, students will gain 
an understanding of the audition process, as well as musical theatre history and repertoire. Finally, 
the class will participate in one in-class musical and a showcase performance at the end of the year. 
Whether a dancer, actor, singer or a triple threat, we encourage you to audition for this course. 
Please note that we encourage students to take this course in tandem with an additional Theatre 
Arts course. 
 

Expected Hours of Homework:  one hour per week, with greater commitment during in-class 
projects, and performances. 
 
A successful student is passionate about musical theatre, creative, respectful, willing to take 
artistic risks, independent, self-motivated, focused and hardworking 

 

  



Foundation in Dance             Course Code: 24800 
Grades 9-12          Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: None 

This course is an introduction to dance as a cultural practice, performing art, and interdisciplinary 
subject. Students will learn the fundamentals of dance techniques focusing on Ballet, Jazz, Tap 
and World styles. This course will include technique building opportunities, beginning 
compositional and improvisatory work, discussions about dancer health and etiquette, and live 
performance. This course is one in a series of courses that will allow students to prepare for a 
future in Dance or the broader Performing Arts. 
 
Expected Hours of Homework: up to one half hour per week 

A successful student is: curious about/interested in dance, creative, respectful and hardworking.  

 
 
 
Dual Enrollment Theatre: History, Literature and Performance     Course Code: 25800 
Grades 11-12               Credit: 6 college credits 
Prerequisite: Two previous Theatre Arts courses 

This course analyzes and studies theatre history through the investigation of architecture, 
performers and performance, playwrights, stages, production methods, and the role of the audience 
from the Greeks through modern drama.  

Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to:  

• Understand the styles of playwriting, dramatic production, and theatre  
• Describe the architecture characteristic of major periods of theatre history.  
• Analyze the relationship of theatre's history to cultural and societal influences.  
• Differentiate among the important periods of theater history and the contributions of 

playwrights from the Greek Theater to the 21st century.  
• Appreciate and understand the dramatic literature, staging, directing and acting of each 

period of history. 
• Follow the emergence of the drama, the actor, and the director, and see the role each has 

played in molding and reflecting society.  
• Appreciate and understand the artistic elements of costumes, staging and lighting and 

how each has developed.  

Expected Hours of Homework: three hours per week, with greater commitment during certain 
units 
 
A successful student is passionate about theatre, creative, respectful, independent, self-
motivated, focused and hardworking. 

 


